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"natural justice " is a very misleading term, and only tends to 
confuse the student. The justice, which is administered in 
courts of law and equity, is founded almost, if not entirely, 
upon the rights and obligations of individuals as members of 
society, and is more exactly defined as "civil" justice. The 
definition given would also lead the student to suppose that 
the common law and equity divided between them definitely 
and enforced the whole field of natural justice, which cannot, 
of course, be possible. The author has followed the later 
rather than the earlier writers in this portion of his work and 
in the writer's opinion has gone astray. The Pennsylvania 
lawyer misses also in the chapter on the " Jurisdiction of 
Equity over Crimes," a reference to the article on " Equity 
Jurisdiction as Applied to Crimes and Misdemeanors," by the 
late Richard C. McMurtrie, Esq., which was published in Vol. 
31 of the Register and Review, page i. 

After carefully scanning the work as a whole, however, one 
realizes with a feeling of pleasure and satisfaction that a pro- 
gressive and practical, if not profound, work has been added 
to the literature on this subject. 

R. P. Br.\dford. 



Commentaries on the Law of Injunctions, as Determined 
by the Courts and Statutes of England and of the United 
States. By Charles Fisk Beach, Jr., of the New York 
Bar. Author of " Modern Equity Jurisprudence," " Modern 
Equity Practice," &c., &c. In Two Volumes. Albany : 
H. B. Parsons, Law Publisher. 1895. 

The author of this work is so well and so favorably known 
to the profession, that his name on the title-page of a book is 
a sufficient guaranty of its value ; and the present volume will 
be found in no wise to detract from his past reputation. One 
can but admire, also, the contrast which his brief, modest 
preface bears to the verbose introduction and magniloquent 
promises of some far less valuable if more pretentious works. 
The very modesty of the author is itself an assurance of the 
successful execution of his task. 
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As was to have been expected, the arrangement of the work 
is logical, the statements of law clear and positive, the discus- 
sion of principles carried out in full detail ; but there is but 
Uttle time spent in argument over controverted points. The 
author is content to state the law as he finds it, leaving it to the 
parties more closely interested to prove to the courts what it 
should be. This is the safer plan for the text-book writer. 
Theoretical discussions belong rather to the province of the 
essayist. 

The introductory chapter, which treats of the definition and 
nature of injunctions, gives a very clear insight into the powers 
of this " strong arm of equity, " and shows very plainly, by 
comparing it with other legal remedies, such as specific per- 
formance and mandamus, its peculiar breadth of scope and 
efficiency of operation, as well as its adaptability to changing 
and novel conditions. In this chapter the broad lines of equity 
jurisdiction in regard to the issuing of an injunction are plainly 
marked out, and the causes which will warrant the application 
of such a remedy concisely stated. It forms, in fact, an excel- 
lent epitome of the work. 

A great deal of the matter in these two volumes is of course 
not new; and yet it seems new, in many instances, from the 
vigor of treatment. There is much, however, that is really 
new, arising from the peculiar conditions, social and otherwise, 
of the past few years. The chapter on Strikes is the most 
notable example of this. The application of the remedy by 
injunction to this phase of our social relations is of very recent 
date, and, it would seem, from some of the utterances of legal 
theorists, of still doubtful legality. But, whether theoretically 
proper or not, it has come to stay, and so Mr. Beach treats it. 
It is not entirely clear, however, why, in an otherwise logical 
arrangement, monopolies should have been included under the 
same head as strikes, unless the author considered the former 
the parent of the latter, (as indeed they often seem to be.) But 
then it should rather have preceded than followed the other. 

It is perhaps unfortunate that this work was issued so soon. 
If it had been delayed for a few months, it might have con- 
tained references to some very important cases, recently decided, 
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as to which it is now silent, and the necessary omission of 
which to some degree impairs its completeness. Such is the 
famous injunction against Debs and his followers, which broke 
the back -bone of the Chicago strike, and which is now before 
the Supreme Court of the United States on appeal from 
sentence for contempt for disobedience thereof; and the 
notorious decision in the Sugar Trust Case, which left the 
people of this country at the mercy of any and every mo- 
nopoly. It also would have decidedly enhanced the value of 
the work, if the author had been able to qualify the decision of 
Judge Jenkins in the case of the Farmers' Loan and Trust Co. 
V. N. Pac. Ry. Co., 60 Fed. Rep. 803, by the decision of the 
Circuit Court of Appeals, in the same case, on appeal from the 
order of the lower court, which very materially modified the 
latter: Arthur v. Oakes, 63 Fed. Rep. 310. 

It is also matter of regret, in view of the number and 
importance of the public contracts that are annually let in this 
country, and of the vast opportunities for favoritism and fraud 
in the letting of them, that Mr. Beach has not devoted some 
space to a discussion of the injunction as a remedy in such 
cases. There is no reference to this subject in the index ; and 
but one case on the subject is to be found, so far at least as a 
cursory examination goes to show, in the work, and that 
crowded into a note under the head of Parties. Yet it would 
seem hardly controvertible, that not only may a taxpayer 
bring suit to enjoin a contract void on its face or illegally let, 
but a disappointed bidder, if also a taxpayer, may do so. The 
case oiMazetv. Pittsburgh, 137 Pa. 548, which substantiates 
the first of these propositions, is not even referred to. 

In spite of these, and other minor defects, which lack of 
space forbids mentioning, the work is an extremely valuable 
one, fully worthy, as has been said, of the reputation of its 
author; and no one who uses it will find it to disappoint his 
expectations. Ardemus Stewart. 



The Law of Municipal Corporations in the State of 
Ohio, embracing the Statutes in force, with Forms, and Notes 
of the Decisions of the Supreme and other Courts of the 



